
Rock Falls Dam 

 

The waterfall is a natural part of the 
creek which is called Rock 
Creek.(Photos of the dam today) The 
concrete dam was built around 1920. 
It replaced a wooden dam. Water 
entering the concrete conjunction on 
the southwest side of the bridge flows 
through the draft tube under the 
bridge into the lower draft tube. A 
turbine located in the lower level is 
turned under the force of the water. A 

shaft connected to the turbine (still visible 
from the north side of the bridge) rotated, 
and by a series of pulleys and line shafts 
provides much of the power necessary to 
the Rock Falls Mill grain.  

(At right is the dam in 1890)    

In later years, the Durand Cooperative 
switched everything over to electricity 
provided by the Dunn County Electric Cooperatives. 

The dam was rebuilt by the owner, 
Dan Andrews, in 1920. It took 
approximately two months to 
complete and was built by local 
workers. Sand, gravel, and water was 
shoveled into a small cement mixer 
then wheel barrowed or carried by 
buckets to its destination. The cement 
mixer was run by electricity which was 
generated by the mill. Electricity was 
also supplied for home owners in Rock 



Falls. At night when the mill shut down, electricity was supplied by a big generator 
run by batteries. Later this was switched to a diesel engine which also ran the mill 
when the water was low. 

 

The following men have been acknowledged as building the dam: 

Cement work- Carl Sandvig, Robert Sneen 

Other Labors- Harold Andrews (Dan Andrew's son),  Wm.Cowell, Ollie Kepler, 
Loren McCart, Tom Davidson 

Cement materials were purchased from Eau Claire Sand and Gravel. 

This page was completed by Becky Komro & Wendy Bishop on October 20, 1998. 

Information was from the Rock Falls Park monument. 


